In vitro adherence of erythrocytes infected with Babesia bigemina and Babesia rodhaini to thrombospondin.
The adherence of erythrocytes infected with Babesia bigemina and Babesia rodhaini to thrombospondin (TSP) in vitro is demonstrated. Blood with a range of parasitaemias was used and counts of cells which bound to TSP on plastic were significantly different from the controls with both Babesia species. These studies indicated that TSP receptors are present on the surface of red blood cells infected with the two Babesia species, although these parasites do not alter the membranes of infected erythrocytes obviously and do not cause cerebral symptoms in their hosts. Erythrocytes infected with either B. bigemina or B. rodhaini do not adhere to other erythrocytes in vivo, probably because these parasites induce mild infections in their hosts, but they can adhere to TSP in vitro.